F.No. 8-9/2009 MDM 2-1
Government of India
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Department of School Education & Literacy
MDM Division

Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated the 12" September, 2012.

Subject: Minutes of the meeting of the National Level Monitoring Institutions’
Review Committee held at New Delhi on 27.08.2012 under the Mid
Day Meal Scheme.

The meeting of the National Level Monitoring Institutions Review
Committee under the Mid-Day Meal Scheme was held on 27.08.2012 at New Delhi
to review issues related to Mid-Day Meal Scheme.

2. A copy of the minutes of the above meeting is enclosed for information &

necessary action.
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Prof. P.K. Acharya,

Nodal Officer,

Nabakrushna Choudhary Centre for Development Studies,
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Senior Lecturer in Education,
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Shri Jatinder Grover,

Nodal Officer,
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Punjab University-1610014,
Chandigarh.
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Project Officer,

Institute of Development Studies,
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Nodal Officer,

SSA, Shiv Charan Mathur Social Policy Research Institution,
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Shri Upendra K. Singh,
Nodal Officer,
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Minutes of the National Level Review Committee Meeting with Monitoring Institutes
at New Delhi on 27" August 2012 on Mid Day Meal Scheme

The National Level Review Committee meeting with 41 Monitoring Institutes (Mls)
was held at New Delhi on 23" August, 2012. The list of participants in the meeting is

enclosed at Annexure-I.

2 Ms. Rita Chatterjee, Joint Secretary(MDM), MHRD extended a warm welcome to
the Mis and appreciated their role in providing valuable information about the
implementation of Mid Day Meal Scheme at the grass root level. But she expressed her
concern over delay / non-submission of the half yearly reports by a few Mls. Due to the
delay in receipt of their reports, Ministry of Human Resource Development is not able to

communicate their observations to the concerned States / UTs.

3 JS(MDM), MHRD made a presentation in which the following issues were also
discussed:
i) Delay in submission of Half Yearly Reports by Mls

11 Mis as mentioned in Annexure-lI did not submit their 3 half yearly report. Two
of them are yet to submit the 2™ half yearly report. JS(MDM), MHRD explained that
the delay in submission / non-submission of Ml report dilutes the value of these
reports. She, therefore, impressed upon all Mls to ensure timely submission of their
reports. Mls assured that they will adhere to the prescribed time schedule for the

submission of their reports.

i) Reporting on sensitive issues like discrimination
JS(MDM), MHRD also impressed upon the Mls to be careful in report writing on

sensitive issues like discrimination on the basis of caste, gender, religion efc. in the

preparation and serving of mid day meal in schools. MHRD do not wish to curtain
the freedom of Mls in report writing on these issues but the facts need to be verified
carefully and substantiated by evidences / minute observations because they have
serious ramifications. MHRD had recently deputed Central teams to Odisha,



iii)

Rajasthan, Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh for confirmation of remarks of
discrimination in these States as reported by Mlis. It was noticed by these teams
that except in one school in Odisha, there was no trace of discrimination on the
basis of caste etc. in other States. The MI from Karnataka clarified that it had used
the word gender “segregation” and not ‘discrimination” in its report. Mls were
advised to use terminology which may not be misconstrued. The Mis assured that

they would be careful in future in report writing on sensitive issue like discrimination.

Review of the Terms of Reference
It was informed that Centralised Kitchens are not being monitored at present by the

Mls. Their monitoring is absolutely necessary because they are providing mid-day
meal to 10 per cent of the children being covered under MDMS. The quality and
quantity issues of these Centralised Kitchens also need to be monitored minutely.
Joint Secretary(EE.l), MHRD has already circulated a format to all Mls on 3™
February, 2012 for monitoring the Centralised Kitchens. This format may be utilized
for monitoring them and the observations of the Mls may be submitted in the

prescribed format.

The Monitoring Institutes have agreed to monitor the Centralized Kitchens.
However, the Mis desired that it should also be included in the TORs proposed to
be revised in October, 2012.

Coverage of Poor Performing Districts.

The attention of Mis was drawn to e-mail dated 6™ April, 2012 from, Dr. Amarjit
Singh JS (EE-1) regarding coverage of the children under MDMS in 144 poor
performing districts identified on the basis of performance appraisal of the AWP&B
2012-13 from States. These districts require vigorous monitoring because some of
them are Left Wing Extremism affected while others are located in tribal, NER

States and hill area States where conditions of life are tough as compared to plain

areas. They need a well thought out action plan for ensuring that MDM Scheme is

implemented in an effective manner. The reporting of the MIs would go a long way

in improving the implementation of the scheme in these districts.



vi)

vii)

Shri Gaya Prasad, Director, MDM, MHRD suggested that sampling techniques
adopted by Mis should be so evolved that most of the 144 districts are covered by
the Mis in the next round of monitoring. Mis informed that they are already covering
these districts as per the existing TORs. Ml inquired whether additional visit is to be

made to these districts. If so, extra funds may be provided to the Mls for such visits.

Modalities for assessing the impact of MDM on Enrolment and attendance.

As per Mis reports, MDM has created an impact in enhancing the enrolment and
attendance in schools. JS(MDM), MHRD desired that the modality 'for this
inferences may be given because enrolment is depending upon many other factors
such as provision of free textbooks to the children, uniforms etc. through SSA. Mis

assured to provide necessary information in this regard.

Inclusion of National Child Labour Project (NCLP) schools for monitoring by
Mis.

Presently, MIs do not cover the NCLP schools. JS(MDM), MHRD informed that Mis
should include at least one NCLP school in the list of 40 schools to be monitored in

each district. MIs agreed to this suggestion. However, they desired that a letter
should be issued by the MHRD in this regard along with list of NCLP schools in

each State.

Short supply of foodgrains

JS(MDM), MHRD informed that complaints about the short supply of foodgrains

under MDMS are being received frequently. It is understood that FCI delivers the

indented quantity of foodgrains from its godown by weighing the empty truck and
then the loaded truck. The guantity of foodgrains is acknowledged by the State
Government official who lifts the food grain from FCI godown. Ideally each gunny
bag is expected to weigh 50 kg but it is not happening in practice because some
gunny bags are packed randomly. Some of them may contain food grains in excess
of 50 Kg whereas others may have less than 50 kg foodgrains. It is possible that

some of the blocks may receive gunny bags weighing more than 50 kg while others
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may receive gunny bags containing lesser quantity. This needs to be resolved at

the State level by weighing the quality of foodgrains delivered at each school.

Nodal officer of the Nabakrushna Choudhury Bhubaneshwar, Odisha suggested
that a weighing machine may be provided up to Block level for weighing quantity of
foodgrains. JS(MDM), MHRD assured to consider this suggestion of MI.

Display of Logo
As per the MDM guidelines, MDM logo is to be painted at a prominent place in the

school so that it is clearly visible to the students / parents / teachers / visitors. The

expenditure for this purpose may be incurred from the MME funds. The MI should
note that logo is painted in each school because it would generate awareness of
MDMS amongst the stakeholders.

Reporting on Grievance Redressal Mechanism

Although Mls are reporting on the Grievance Redressal Mechanism yet the

information on the nature of complaints received is not given. The Mls were
advised to include this information in their reports. The number of complaints

received and disposed off may also be indicated in their reports.

Participation by Nodal Officer of Mls in the SSMC meetings

Director(MDM) informed that it has been communicated to all States / UTs to invite
a nodal officer of Mls to attend in State Steering-cum-Monitoring Committee
(SSMC) meeting held under the Chairpersonship of Chief Secretary of the State
and make a presentation on MDMS. The Mls informed that they do attend SSMC
meetings whenever invited by the State Governments. But sometimes they do not
get information about these meetings. Therefore, Mis desired that all State
Governments may be requested to send the notice for SSMC meeting at least
seven days in advance so that they are able to make useful contribution in these

meetings. Chairperson agreed to the above suggestion from Mis.



4. JS(MDM), MHRD also advised the MIs to undertake a detailed study on the
coverage of beneficiaries against enrolment in rural and urban areas so as to enable
MHRD to know the reason for less coverage of children against the enrolment. She
suggested a separate study may be undertaken for rural and urban area. It was also
suggested that Ml reports may also include a list of schools where discrepancies have
been noticed. She further suggested that Mls Research Investigators should also make a
brief summary of their observations in the MDM Inspection Register in the school. Mis
desired that a letter should be issued in this regard so that they advise their Research

Investigators accordingly.

5. Mis mentioned during the meeting that the validity of their existing MOU with MHRD
will come to an end on 30" September, 2012. Before renewing the above MOU w.e.f. 1°
October, 2012, a separate meeting exclusively for Mid Day Meal Scheme in Schools
(MDMS) may be held preferably during the last week of September, 2012, for threadbare
discussion on inclusion of new items of work for Mls. The Mls were informed that the
above suggestion would be considered by MHRD and they would be informed in due

course of time.

8. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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ANNEXURE I
LIST OF THE PARTICIPANTS
{1278 NATIONAL LEVEL MONITORING INSTITUTIONS’ REVIEW MEETING HELD ON

27T August 2012)

No. Participants from MHRD / TSG
1 Smt. Rita Chatterjee, Joint Secretary, Department of School Education & Literacy,
| Shastri Bhawan, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Delhi 110001
9 Dr. Maninder Kaur Dwivedi, Director, Department of School Education & Literacy,
" | Shastri Bhawan, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Delhi 110001
3 Shri Gaya Prasad, Director, Department of School Education & Literacy, Shastri
~' | Bhawan, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Delhi 110001 :
4 Shri. A.K. Tewari, Under Secretary, Department of School Education & Literacy,
| Shastri Bhawan, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Delhi 110001
5 Shri. T.P.N Singh, Section Officer, Department of School Education & Literacy, Shastri
"' | Bhawan, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Delhi 110001
Participants From TSG
1 Shri K. Girija Shankar, Senior Consultant (Monitoring) SSA, Technical Support Group
__|(TSG), EACIL, 5% Floor, 17 — Barakhamba Road, New Delh - 110001
5 Shri M.L. Goel, PM (SSA), Technical Support Group (TSG), EdCIL, 5% Floor, 17 -
| Barakhamba Road, New Delh — 110001
3 Shri Devendra Kumar, AO (Projects), Technical Support Group (TSG), E4CIL, 5t Floor,
~ |17 - Barakhamba Road, New Delh — 110001
& Shri. Ashish Kumar Verma, W.P.O (SSA), Technical Support Group (TSG), EACIL, 5t
___| Floor,17- Barakhamba Road, Vijaya Building, New Delhi — 110001
5 Ms. Jyoti Thawani, W.P.O (SSA), Technical Support Group (TSG), EACIL, 5% Floor, 17-
| Barakhamba Road, Vijaya Building, New Delhi - 110001
6 Shri Gurdeep Singh, W.P.O (SSA), Technical Support Group (TSG), EACIL, 5% Floor,
| 17-Barakhamba Road, Vijaya Building, New Delhi — 110001
Participants From Monitoring Institutions
Dr. T. Vijaya Kumar, Associate Professor, Centre for Equity & Social Development,
1. | National Institute of Rural Development, Rajender Nagar, Hyderabad ~ 500 030,Andhra
N Pradesh
5 Prof. T. Lingudum, Department of Education, Rajiv Gandhi University, Rono Hills,
| Itanagar (Doimukh) - 791112, Arunachal Pradesh
3 Dr. Shoeb Abudullah, Associate Professor, IASE, Faculty of Education, Jamia Millia
"' | Islamia, Jamia Nagar - 110025, NEW DELHI
Dr. B. Ramesh Babu, Associate Professor, Department of Social Science, Nodal Officer,
4. | SSA, Regional Institute of Education (RIE), Shyamla Hills,Bhopal - 462013, Madhya
- Pradesh
5 Dr. Tattwamasi Palta Singh, Associate Professor, Sardar Patel Institute of Economic
| and Social Research Thaltej Road, Ahmedabad — 380054, GUJARAT
Dr. Ramesh C. Patel, Reader, Centre of Advanced Study in Education (CASE),
6. | Department of Education, Faculty of Education & Psychology, Maharaja Sayajirao
) University of Baroda (M.S.), Vadodara —~ 390002, GUJARAT
~ Prof. Rajender Singh Yadav, Professor &Chairperson, Department of Education,
__ Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra — 136119, HARYANA
g Prof. Romesh Chand, Director (Inchargej, Department of Adult/ Continuing Education
| and Extension Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla - 171005, HIMACHAL PRADESH
9 Dr. Priyanka Sharma, Project Officer, Department of Life Long Learning, University of
~ | Jammu, Jammu Tawai - 180004, JAMMU & KASHMIR
10 Ms. Fozia Inam Ashia, Project Officer, J&K State Resource Centre, University of
| Kashmir, Naseem Bagh Compus, Srinagar - 190006, JAMMU & KASHMIR
1 Mr. Ajith Tirkey, Research Associate, Xavier Institute of Social Service, Purulia Road,
| Ranchi, P. B. No. - 7, Ranchi - 834001, Jharkhand
19 Dr. M.D. Usha Devi, Professor & Head, CHRD, Institute for Social and Economic

Change, Nagarabhavi P.O, Bangalore — 560072, KARNATAKA

Prof. C.G. Venkatesha Murthy, Professor , Regional Institute of Education,




Dr. Sandeep Joshi, Professor, M.P. Institute of Social Science Research, 6, Bharatpuri

Kodaikanal - 624101Tamil Nadu.

"ff Administrative Area, Dewas Road, UJJAIN - 456010, Madhya Pradesh
15 Shri M.S. Kamble, Nodal Officer SSA & MDM Monitoring, Indian Institute of Education,
71128/2, J.P. Naik Path, Kothrud, Pune - 411038, MAHARASHTRA
16 Dr. Leiren Singh, Reader, Department of Education, Manipur University, Canchipur,
" | Imphal ~ 795003MANIPUR
17 Dr. Creamlimon. Nongbri, Monitoring Coordinator, Department of Education, North-
""" | Eastern Hill University, NEHU Campus, Shillong - 793022, MEGHALAYA
18 Prof. R.P. Vadhera, Professor in Education, Nodal Officer MI (SSA & MDM),
" | Department of Education, Mizoram University, Aizawl - 796001, MIZORAM
19 Prof. P.K. Acharya, Nodal Officer, Nabakrushna Choudhury Centre for Development
VVVVVV | Studies, Bhubaneswar - 751013, ORISSA
20 Dr. Umesh Prasad Khedanga, Senior Lecturer in Education, Dr. P.M. Institute of
" | Advanced Study in Education, At./PO: Motijharan, Dist: Sambalpur - 768001, ORISSA
91 Sh. Jatinder Grover, Nodal Officer, Department of Education, University School of
~_“7"| Open Learning Punjab University - 160014, CHANDIGARH
99 Shri Radhe Shyam Sharma, Project Officer, Institute of Development Studies,8 B,
"' | Jhalana Institutional Area, Jaipur — 302004, RAJASTHAN
23 Sh. Ramvir Singh Rathore, Nodal Officer, SSA, Shiv Charan Mathur Social Policy
) " | Research Institution, 5-d, Jhalana Institutional Area, Jaipur — 302004, RAJASTHAN
04 Sh. Upendra K. Singh, Nodal Officer, Centre for Development Communication &
" | Studies (CDECS) Devi Nagar, Nanoo Marg, Sodala, Jaipur, RAJASTHAN
25 Dr. Milind Brahme, Assistant Professor, Department of Humanities & Social
" | Sciences,Indian Institute of Technology Madras, Chennai — 600036, TAMIL NADU
26 Shri Ashish Nath, Associate Professor, Department of Analytical & Applied Economics,
" | Tripura University, P.O. Box No. 147, Agartala - 799130, TRIPURA
oY Dr. B.K. Bajpai, Senior Fellow, Giri Institute of Development Studies, Sector - 0, ]
| 7| Aliganj Housing Scheme, Lucknow — 226024, UTTAR PRADESH
8 Dr. S. K. Pant, Professor in Economics, Govind Ballabh Pant Social Science Institute,
77| Jhusi, Allahabad - 211019, UTTAR PRADESH
Shri Murari Lal Sharma, Nodal Officer, Officer on Special Duty, Centre of Advanced ;
29. | Development Research (CADR), 56-A, Chandganj Garden, Lucknow — 226024, UTTAR |
PRADESH
Prof. Umesh C. Vashishtha, Professor , Institute of Advanced Studies in Education
30. | (IASE), Department of Education, University of Lucknow, Lucknow — 226007, UTTAR
PRADESH
31 Ms. Poonam Singh, Associate Professor, National Institute of Administrative Research,
¥ " | LBSNAA Cosy Nook, Mussoorie - 248179, UTTARANCHAL
Dr. Rafiqul Islam, Reader and Principal Investigator , SSA Project, Department of Adult
32. | and Continuing Education & Extension, Visva-Bharati University, P.O. Shanti Niketan, |
Dist. Birbhum - 731235, WEST BENGAL |
33 Shri T.K. Singh, Nodal Officer, Centre for the Study of Development Societies, 29,
77| Rajpur Road - 110054, Delhi
34 Prof. T. Subramanyam, Associate Professor, Centre for Study of Social Exclusion and
Inclusive Policy, Pondicherry University, Kalapet, Pondicherry - 605 014
35 Dr. Buno Zetsuvi, Associate Professor, College Development Council, Nagaland %
" | University, Kohima, Kohima — 797001, NAGALAND
36 Dr. (Mrs.) Daisy Bora Talukdar, Reader, Department of Education, Dibrugarh
" | University, Dibrugarh — 786004 Assam,
37 Dr. C. Gasper, Associate Fellow, Centre for Development Studies, Prasanth Nagar,
L Ulloor, Trivandruum — 695011, Kerala
38 Prof. Nabin Ananda Sen, Nodal Officer, Department of Business Management,
" | University of Calcutta, Alipur Campus, 1 Reformatory St, Calcutta — 700027
39 Prof. Dr. V. Rajehswari, Department of Education, Mother Teresa Woman Univeristy,




Annexure-li

NON-SUBMISSION OF HALF YEARLY REPORTS BY MONITOR!NG INST!TUTES

Arunachal Pradesh Rajiv Gandhi University

2 |Bihar-2 AN. Sinha Institute of Social Studies, Patna | 2" and 3"

3 | Haryana Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra 2™ and 3°

4 Jammu & Kashmir-2 J‘&K State Resource Centre University of 3"
Kashmir

5 | Kerala Centre for Development Studies, 3%
Thiruvananthapuram

6 | Nagaland Nagaland University 3¢

7 | Odisha -1 Nabakrushna Choudhury Centre for , A
Development Studies, Bhubaneswar

8 Sikkim, Darjelling University of North Bengal ge

9 [A&N Visva Bharti University ch

10 | Lakshadweep Centre for Development Studieé, 3r

Thiruvananthapuram

11 | Puducherry Pondicherry University 3




